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RICHARD HOOKER. 


The name of Hooker is probably more fa- 
miliar to most readers than his character; yet, 
of those who have devoted their lives tothe caute 
of the church, there are few who deserve more 
to be known than that excellent and extraordi- 
nary man. Of humble parentage, and without 


distinguished or powerful connections, it was 


his fortune to attract the particular attention of 


a pious schoolmaster at a very early age. Ob- 
serving the uncommon abilities, the studious 
and inquisitive habits, the sweetness of temper, 
and withal the singular gravity of young Hook- 
er, he prevailed upon his parents, who had in- 
tended him for a tradesman, to continue him 
at school, unti! he could find some means to re- 
lieve them of a part of their charge ; 
them, that their son was so enriched with the 
blessinus of nature and grace, that God seemed 
le him out as a special instrument of 
and likewise declaring, that the sa- | 
tisfaction he felt in instructing so hopeful a 
ith would be a sufficient compensation for | 
his labour, and that he should neither expect 
nor demand any other. And besides bestow- 
ing unusual pains upon the education of his pu- 
he was unremitting in his endeavours to 


to sing 


his glory : 


pil, 


provide [ for his further instruction and main-} 


tenance ;: in which he so well succeeded, as to 
induce his uncle, John Hooker, who possessed 
a considerable estate, to maintain him a year 
at the university. Shortly afterwards, through 
the further influence of his uncle, he obtained 
the particular patronage of John Jewel, then | 


bishop of Salisbury, who procured him a situ-| 


ation in one of the colleges of Oxford. Here! 
he remained about seventeen years, during a 
great part of which time he exercised the of- 


fice of tutor and Hebrew lecturer, to the great | 


advantage of all his pupils; for not only had 
he attained an extraordinary proficiency in all} 
branches of learning, but he had also a most 
clear and happy method of imparting what he 
w to And whilst he neglected 
nothing which it was proper or incumbent up- 
on him to know, “so he seemed restless,”’ 
says his biographer, “ in searching the scope 
and intention of God's spirit revealed to man- 
kind in the sacred Seriptures : for the under- 
standing of which he seemed to be assisted by 


Ke others. 


assuring | 


thes that ‘mers truth in the inward parts, | 
making him to understand wisdom secretly.”’ 
With respect to his behaviour, Walton re- 
marks, that * amongst other testimonies this 
still remains of him, that in four years he was 
but twice absent from the chapel prayers ; 
and that his behaviour there was suchas show- 
ed an awful reverence of that God which he 
then worshipped and prayed to; giving all 
outward testimonies that his affections were 
set on heavenly things. This was his beha- 
viour towards God: and for that to man, it 

was observable that he was never known to be 
angry or pi assionate, or extreme in any of his 
| desires 
| Provide-ce, but by a quiet, gentle submission 
jand resignation of his will to the wisdom of his 
| Creator, bore the burthen of the day with pa- 
tience; never heard to utter an uncomely 
word: and by this and a grave behaviour, 
which is a divine charm, he begot an early 
reverence unto his person, even from those that 
at other times, and in other companies, took a 
\liberty to cast off that strictness of behaviour 
land discourse that is required in a collegiate 
\life. And when he took any liberty to be plea- 
lsant, his wit was never blemished with scof- 
fing, or the utterance of any conceit that bor- 
idered upon, or might beget a thought of loose- 
ness in his hearers. ‘Thus mild, _—_ innocent 
and exemplary, was his behaviour in his col- 
lege ; and thus this good man tenia till 
lhis death, still Increasing in learning, in pa- 
tience, and piety. 

In the year 1581, when he was about thirty 
a old, Richard Hooker entered into dea- 
'con’s and priest’s orders, and not long after 
was called upon to preach a sermon at St. 
Paul’s cross in London. On his arrival im the 
metropolis, he took lodgings at an inn called 
jthe Shunamite’s House, kept by one John 


Churchman, and this circumstance proved of 


|no small importance to him afterwards, as will 
| appear from the following lively and simple re- 
lation of honest Izak Walton. “To this house 
Mr. Heoker came so wet, so weary, and so 
weather-beaten, that he was never known to 
| express more passion than against a friend that 
i dissuaded him from footing it to London, and 
for finding him no easier a horse ; supposing 
the horse trotted, when he did not: and at 
this time also such a faintness and fear possest 
| him, that he would not be persuaded two days 
rest and quietness, or any other means could 
be used to make him able to preach his Sunday’s 





sermon; but a warm bed, and rest, and drink! 


| proper for a cold, given him by Mrs. Church- 


man, and her diligent attendance added unto it, | 


enabled him to perform the office of the day. 


* And in this first public appearance to the 
world, he was not so happy as to be free from 


the same spirit with which they were written ;| exceptions against a point of doctrine delivered | rainy day, and a contentious woman, are alike.” 


never heard to repine or dispute with | 


in his sermon, which it cost him some pains to 
| justify. 

‘* But the justifying of this doctrine did not 
prove of so bad consequences, as the kindness 
of Mrs. Churchman’s curing him of his late 
distemper and cold; for that was so gratefully 
| apprehended by Mr. Hooker, that he thought 
| himself bound in conscience to believe all that 
ishe said; so that the good man came to be 
| persuaded by her, that he was a man of a ten- 

der constitution, and that it was best for him 
|to have a wife, that might prove a nurse to 
| hien : such a one as might both prolong his 
life, and make it more comfortable ; and such 
a one she could and would provide for him, if 
he thought fit to marry. And he not consider- 
ing that the children of this world are wiser in 
their generation than the children of light; 
but, like a true Nathaniel, fearing no guile, be- 
|cause he meant none, did give her such a pow- 
er as Eleazar was trusted with, (you may read 
it in the book of Genesis) when he was sent to 
choose a wife for Isaac; for, even so he 
trusted her to choose fot him, promising upon 
a fair summons to return to London, and ac- 
cept of her choice ; and he did so in that or 
about the year following. Now the wife pro- 
vided for him was her daughter Joap, who 
brought him neither beauty nor portion ; and 
for her conditions, they were too like that 
wife’s which is by Solomon compared to a 
dripping house ;* so that the good man had no 
reason to rejoice in the wife of his youth ; 
but too just cause to say W ith the holy prophet, 
woe is me that I am constrained to have my 
habitation in the tents of Kedar.” 

Walton seems to have been sorely distressed 
that no better wife fell to the lot of Richard 
Hooker, but finally consoles himself with re- 
flecting that ** He that can bring good out of 
evil (for mortals are blind to this reason) only 
| knows why this blessing was denied to patient 

Job, to meek Moses, and to our as meek and 
| patient Mr. Hooker.”’ 








And by this marriage the good man was 
drawn from the tranquillity of his college, from 
that garden of piety, of pleasure, of peace, and 
a sweet conversation, into the thorny wilder- 
ness of a busy world; into those cor-oding 
cares that attend a married priest and a coun- 
try parsonage ; where he bebaved himself so 
as to give no occasion of evil, but (as St. Paul 
adviseth a minister of God) in much patience, 
in afflictions, in anguishes, in necessities, in 
poverty, and no doubt in long suffering ; yet 


troubling no man with his discontents and 
| wants. 
* Walton made use of an older version of the 


Scriptures than our present authorize sd one. The 
saying of Solomon here alluded to, is to be found in 
Proverbs 27. 15. A continual dropping in a very 
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THE FRIEND. 
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‘ And in this condition he continued a year, 
in which time two of his former pupils took a 


ties were created, the rage of discontent was 
heightened, and the misery which it was meant 


journey to see their tutor, where they found 
him with a book in his hand, he being then, like| increase 

humble and innocent Abel, tending his small | Such was the condition of England when 
allotment of sheep in a common field, which| Hooker removed to London, and, attached as 
he told his pupils he was forced to do then, | he was to the established doctrines and disci- 
for that his servant was gone home to dine,!pline of the church, it was not to be expected 


and assist his wife to do some necessary liouse-|that he would escape censure in the discharge 
hold business. But when his servant returned iof his new duties. 


to alleviate, was thus largely and deplorably 





He soon found a strenuous 





and released him, his two pupils attended him|and indefatigable opponent in Walter ‘Travers, 


unto his house, where their best entertainment 
was his quiet company, which was presently 
denied them ; for Richard was called to rock 
the cradle : and the rest of their welcome was 
so like this, 
morning, which was time enough to discover 
and pity their tutor’s condition ; and they hav- 
ing in that time rejoiced in the remembrance, 
and then paraphrased on many of the innocent 
recreations of their younger days, and other 


like diversions, and thereby given him as much| 


present comfort as they were able, they were 
forced to leave him to the company of his wife 
Joan, and seek themselves a quicter lodging 
for next night.” 

But Hooker did not continue long in this 
situation ; for his two friends, on their return 
to London, made such a representation of their 
tutor’s case, that he was soon afterwards pro- 
moted to the mastership of the ‘Temple, as it 
is called; which he accepted with great re- 
luctance, being unwilling to exchange the 
quietness and privacy of a country life for the 
noise of the metropolis. 


that they staid but till the next} 


\riety of points, some of them material, 





a zealous advocate of innovation, who had long 
been aiming to introduce a new discipline into 
the Temple, and with that view had strongly 
solicited the mastership of it for himself. Dis- 
appointed in this expectation, he directed the 
force of his eloquence against Hooker, charg- 
ing him with unsoundness of doctrine in a va- 
but 
chiefly perhaps with regard to subtle questions 
and nice distinctions which abounded in that 
age. A controversy ensued, in which Hooker 
defended his opinons with much ability and 
coolness of temper, conducting oe elf through- 


endeavours, and keep myself in peace and pri- 


vacy, and behold God's blessing spring out of 


my mother earth, and eat my own bread with- 
out oppositions; and therefore, if your grace 
can judge me worthy of sucha favour, let me 
beg it that I may perfect what I have begun.” 

In consequence of this request Hooker was 
soon transferred to the neighbourhood of Sa- 
rum, and some years afterwards to Borne, 
near Canterbury, where he continued till his 
death, sedulously devoting his valuable life to 
the good of his parishioners, and the comple- 
tion of those books of ecclesiastical polity, 
which have procured him a reputation for sound 
learning and Christian dedication, equal to 
that of the most enlightened English reformers. 
He had not been twelve months in Borne, says 
Walton, “ but his books and the innocency and 
sanctity of his life became so remarkable, that 
many turned out of the road, and others went 
purposely to see the man, whose life and learn- 
ing were so much admired; and alas, as our 
Saviour said of St. John Baptist, What went 
they out to see? a man clothed in purple and 


out with that moderation, simplicity and chari-| fine linen? no, indeed, but an obscure, harmless 


ty, which belong to the true follower of Christ. 

But his excellent defence, together with his 
eminent virtues, although they gained him the 
good will and admiration of the wisest and 
most learned in the nation, did not secure him 
from the continued opposition and contumely 
of the partizans of Travers and his discipline, 
which, whilst it was cause of extreme grief to 
bis excellent spirit, induced him to undertake a 


work, which he hoped might convince them of! 
Parties at this time ran high both in churchi|the errors of their conduct 


And as the pro- 


and state, but more especially in the forsmer.|secution of this work required more retirement 
The doctrines and discipline of the establishe dj and a greater freedom from bustle and conten- 
church were ope only and often wantonly assail- ition, than he was like ly to find in London, he 


ed; and although there did unde niably exist 


addressed the following letter to the arch- 


many shameful abuses, which greatly needed | bishop of Canterbury, requesting a removal to 


the stern hand of correction, yet it may be 
doubted, whether the aim of a majority of the 
non-conformist leaders was not rather to de- 
stroy than toamend. Many of them, by se- 
cret murmurings and the dispersion of scurril- 
lous pamphlets, were unceasing in their endea- 
vours to sow the seeds of sedition and discon- 
tent among the people ; and by these and other 
means their minds were inflamed in a high de- 
gree, not only against the clergy, but against 
the queen and parliament. It was a time, in 
short, to use the Janguage of Walton, “ when 
the common people seemed ambitious of doing 
those very things that were forbidden and at- 
tended with most dangers, that thereby they 
might be punished, and then applauded and 
pitied ; when they called the spirit of opposi- 


tion a tender conscience, and complained of 


persecution, because they wanted power to 
persecute others.” Of whom, also, an inge- 
nious Italian then in England said, that in their 
madness for a new reformation of réligion, 
“they appeared like that man, who would 
never cease to whet his knife, till there was no 
steel left to make it useful.” 


* As if religion were intended 
For nothing else but to be mended.” 


For the suppression of these turbulent prin- 
ciples, such inexcusable severities were resort- 
ed to by the government, that fresh animosi- 


some other situation. 

* My lord,—when I lost the freedom of my 
cell, whic : was my college, yet | found some 
degree of in my quiet country parsonage, 


but I am we: iry of the noise and oppositions of 


this place; and indeed God and nature did not 
intend me for contentions, but for study and 
quietness. My lord, my particular contests 
with Mr. Travers here have proved the more 
unpleasant to me, because | believe him to be 
a good man; and that belief hath. occasioned 
me to examine mine own conscience concern- 
ing his opinions; and, to satisfy that, I have 
consulted the Scripture and other laws both 
human and divine, 


him and others of his judgment ought to be so 


far complied with as to alter our frame of 


church government, our manner of God’s 
worship, our praising and praying to him, and 
our established ceremonies, as often as his and 
others’ tender consciences shall require us; and 
in this examination I have not only satisfied 
myself, but have begun a treatise, in which | 
intend a justification of the laws of our eccle- 
siastical polity; in which design God and his 
holy angels shall at the last great day bear me 
that witness which my conscience now does, 
that my meaning is not to provoke any, but 
rather to satisfy all tender consciences; and I 
shall never be able to do this but where I may 
study, and pray for God’s blessing upon my 

















whether the conscience of 





man, a man in poor clothes, his Joins usually 


girt in a coarse gown, or canonical coat; of a 
mean stature, and stooping; and yet more low- 
ly in the thoughts of his soul; his body worn 
out, not with age, but study and holy mortifica- 
tions; his face full of heat-pimples, begot by 
his inactivity and sedentary life. And to this 


true character of his person let me add this of 


his disposition and behaviour: God and nature 
blessed him with so blessed a bashfulness, that 
as in his younger days his pupils might easily 
look him out of countenance; so neither then, 
nor in bis age, did he ever willingly look any 
man in the face; and was of so mild and hum- 
ble a nature, that his poor parish clerk and he 
did never talk but with both their hats on, or 
both off, at the same time; and to this may be 
added, that though he was not purblind, yet he 
was short or weak-sighted; and where he fixed 
his eyes at the beginning of his sermon, there 
they continued till it was ended: and the reader 
has the liberty to believe, that his modesty and 
dim sight were some of the reasons why he 
trusted Mrs. Churchman to choose his wife.” 

It was during his quiet residence at Borne, 
that the mild influences of C hristianity display- 
ed themselves in full and untarnished lustre in 
the character of Hooker. In the assiduous 
pursuit of his important studies, his parish was 
not neglected; its welfare on the contrary was 
his constant care. He was frequent in his vi- 
sits to his parishioners, administering a word 
in season to such as needed it; labouring to 
promote unity and good feeling amongst them; 
and striving In particular, to guard them against 
law-suits, and to effect a settlement of their 
differences in an amicable manner; stimulating 
them, in short, by precept and example, to at- 
tain to holiness of life. He sought out and 
visited the sick uncalled for; and to these he 
was often made an instrument of imparting 
true spiritual consolation. Such were the 
humble but important duties, in the perform- 
ance of which this excellent man employed 
much of his time, and in which he continued 
indefatigable till his death, which happened 
about the year 1600, in the forty-seventh year 
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THE FRIEND. 


of his age. The last words which he uttered) it does not play backward and forward, and 


are recorded to have been as follows: “ I have 
lived to see this world made up of perturbations, 
and I have been long preparing to leave it, and 
gathering comfort for the dreadful hour o 

making my account with God, which I now 
apprehend to be near; and though I have by 
his grace loved him in my youth and feared) 
him in mine age, and laboured to have a con- 
science void of offence to him and to all men;| 
yet. if thou, O Lord, be extreme to mark what} 
Il have done amiss, who can abide it? and 
therefore, where I have failed, Lord, show 
merey unto me, for I plead not my righteous- 
ness, but the forgiveness of my unrighteousness, 
for his merits who died to purchase pardon for 
penitent sinners; and since | owe theea death, 
Lord, let it not be terrible, and then take thine 
own time, I submit to it; let not mine, O Lord, 
but let thy will be done.’’ After which ex- 
pression he fell into a dangerous slumber; 

dangerous as to his recovery, yet recover he 
did, but it was to speak only these few words; 

‘Good doctor, God hath heard my cil 
petitions; for [ am at peace with all men, and 
he is at peace with me; and from that blessed 
assurance I feel that inward joy, which this 
world can neither give nor take from me; my 
conscience beareth me this witness, and this 
witness makes the thoughts of death joyful. I 

could wish to live to do the church more ser- 
vice, but cannot hope it, for my days are past 
as a shadow that returns not.” 


Mode of Working Oxen in Cuba. 
The following extract from Abbott’s Letters 


ring 0 | 
| 


gives to the oxen a similar, but better chance 
of backing, (as in teamster’s phrase it is cal- 
led). I have been astonished at the power of 
these oxen, in holding back. There is a short 
hill, in one of the streets of this city, at an angle, 
of nearly 45°. Standing at the toot of it, I saw a 
cart and oxen approaching at the top with 
three hogsheads of molasses, and the driver 
sitting on the forward cask. The driver did 
not so much as leave his perch; the oxen 
went straight and fearless over the pitch of the 
hill, and it seemed as if they must be crushed 
to death. ‘The animals squatted like a dog, 
and rather slid than walked to the bottom of 
hill, 

Have we any animals that could have done 
it? And if they could, have we any docile 
enough to have done it with the driver in the 
cart? ‘Thus superior is this mode of yoking 
in holding back the load in difficult places. 

It gives them still more decisive advantage 
in drawing. A fillet of canvass is laid on the 
front below the horns ; and over this fillet the 
cords pass, and the animal presses against the 
most invulnerable part of his frame: his head, 
his neck, his whole frame is exerted in the very 
manner in which he exerts his mighty strength 
in combat. It is the natural way, therefore, 
of availing yourself of this powerful and patient 
animal to the best advantage. 

There is a third peculiarity in managing| 
the ox in the Spanish mode, of the convenience 
of which, I am better satisfied, than of the hu- 
manity. ‘The cartilage between the nostrils is 
perforated, and a rope is fastened to the nose} 
of each animal, and they are governed by the| 


from Cuba, will, to some of the readers of! reins, like horses, and are stopped, or turned 
‘The Friend,’’ be at least amusing, whether} to the right or left, or forced backward, with 
they may think, according to the author’s sug-| all imaginable ease; I have seen no animal so 








gestion, that the stile of harnessing might be 
feasible in this country, or not. 

“In this country, the oxen are not large, | 
compared with those of our own country, but| 
powerful, and tame, and docile, as the Heston) 
truck horses; in fact, they are used in the city 
for the same purposes as those excellent ani- 
mals. You may sometimes see a mule in a 
dray or cart, but usually the trucking of Ma- 
tanzas is performed by Cuba ozen. 

Their harnessing strikes me oddly, but | 
really am convinced that they can draw more, 
and with much less inconvenience to them- 
selves, than if harnessed in the American 
mode. Ihave taken pains to observe the dif- 
ference. In the American mode, the ox-bow, 
in a strong draught, presses with great force, 
against parts that are tender and _ fleshy,! 
against the passage for the breath, and against 
bones and joints of but secondary strength. | 
This pressure must in some measure affect the 
wind ; and if it do not excoriate, it must ren- 
der flesh and skin tender; and we actually ob- 
serve the animals, after resting awhile, shrink- 
ing from the touch of the bow, as a blistered 
breast from the touch of the nurse. If this is 
a correct statement, it will account for the 
greater indocility of the American oxen, and 
for, what I believe to be an honest fact, their 
drawing less than those of Cuba. 

‘The yoke, in the Spanish mode, is made 
fast to the horns near the root behind, so that 


Se 


fierce or sullen, as not to be pliable as a lamb, 
by this check rein. ‘The drivers seldom ape 
to them; they intimate their pleasure by the} 
rein, and quicken their pace by the goad, but} 
never strike them. I have often seen them on 
the trot; and next to horses, they seem the 
best disciplined animals [ have seen in the 
service of man. If the force of habit and pre- 
judice could so far give way in our country, as 
to make the experiment, I think Yankees, with 
all their shrewdness, might take a valuable les- 
son from Spaniards. 

In a team of four or six oxen, the forward 
pair usually draws by a long cord, with space 
between them and the rest of the team for an- 
other pair. This appears uncouth, and ordi- 
narily is, I should think, a disadvantage. The 
reason given for it, belongs to bad roads—that 
when the rest of the team is swamped the for- 
ward cattle may drag them out. They have 
little to do with chains, but draw by a pole, 
fixed at each end with ropes, or thongs of 
leather.” 


ais 
To neglect God all our lives, and know that} 


we neglect him; to offend God voluntarily, and| 
know that we offend him, casting our hopes on 


Died, on the 26th of 7th month, at Springfield, in 
Guilford county, North Carolina, after an illness of 
sixteen days, Prupence Hunt, wife of Nathan Hunt, in 
the 67th year of her age. The loss of this valued friend 
is one which is sensibly felt, both by surviving rela- 
tives and a large circle of friends and acquaintances. 
It can truly be said of her by those who knew her, 
that she was an affectionate wife,a tender mother. 
and amiable among all with whom she had inter- 
course. She was a faithful member, and an elder in 
the Society of Friends, and a firm believer in the 
mediation and sufferings of Jesus Christ; which re- 
mained to be her only support, and the source of all her 
hopes to the last, as was evident from many ex- 
pressions and ejaculations, uttered in the course of 
her last conflict, which she sustained with great 
calmness, in humble resignation to the Divine will, 
and we doubt not has gone to receive the joyful wel- 
come of * Well-done,” and is for ever entered into 
the joy of her Lord. 











THE FRIEND. 


ELEVENTH MONTH, 21, 1829. 


Desirous to bring the examination of Lewis’ 
pamphlet to a speedy close, we have ventured 
upon a larger portion of it to-day than other- 
wise would have been judicious. The length 
of this, and of the very pleasant and interest- 
ing biographical sketch commencing on our 
irst page, has of course interfered with the 
usual variety. With respect to the latter 
mentioned article, we were reluctant to break 
the continuity of the narrative, and trust that 
our readers will not disagree with the arrange- 
ment. : 


We have received an article without a sig- 
nature, enclosing an extract from Dr. Good's 
lectures, which, on account of one or two ob- 
jectionable passages, is inadmissible. We re- 
gret the circumstance, as from the good taste 
with which the communication is prepared, 
we should wish to include the writer in our list 
of contributors. 


Our thanks are due to a correspondent of 
Otsego county, New York, for his care in for- 
warding an account of certain transactions. 
On examination of one of our late numbers, he 
may see that in most of the circumstances he 
has been anticipated. 

The lines by N. received and under con- 
sideration. 


We copy from the Cherokee Pheenix two 
documents which possess great interest in our 
estimation, and which may be regarded as cu- 
riosities in their way—the message of an Indian 
president, and the speech of an Indian senator. 
The great crisis is fast approaching which is 
to decide the fate of these poor aborigines, 
and which is to fix an indelible mark of hon- 


the peace which we trust to make at parting,| our or infamy upon the people of the United 


is no other than a rebellious presumption, and| 
even a deriding of God, his laws, and precepts. 
Raleigh. 


States according as we act. May He who 
ruleth in the affairs of men incline our hearts 


to wisdom ! 
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Message of the principal chief of the Cherokee nation, | the surveyor’s report, they have been pleased to style 
submilted before the national committee and council,|the Old Creek path. 


in joint committee of the whole, Wednesday, October 
14th, 1829. 


To the Committee and Council, 
in gencral Council convened. 


Friends and fellow citizens,—As representatives of 
the Cherokee people, you have again convened under 
the constitutional authority of the nation. This 
sacred privilege of assembling in general council of 
the nation, to promote the interest and happiness of 
our citizens, is one among the greatest blessings 
which we have derived from the Great Ruler of the 
universe. It is a right which we, asa distinct people, 
have ever exercised, and our prerogative so to act 
has been recognised by the government of the United 
States, under whose fostering care we have merged 
from the darkness of ignorance and superstition, to 
our present degree of advancement in civilized im- 
provement. It has therefore become your duty to 
guard and protect the rights and happiness of your 
constituents, by adopting such laws for their com- 
mon welfare, as will avert any abuse of the legiti- 
mate privileges guaranteed under the constitution. 

During the last session of the general council, you 
determined on the expediency of sending a delegation 
to represent the grievances of the nation to the gene- 
ral government, and at the same time earnestly re- 
quested that I should accompany them. I now sub- 
mit, for your information, documents containing the 
correspondence between the delegation and the oifi- 
cers of the government, on the various subjects ap- 
pertaining to the mission. You will perceive from 
these documents, that the late administration did not 
act upon any of the subjects submitted by the delega- 
tion, but referred them all to the consideration of the 
present administration. At an early day, a protest 
was laid before the late president, through the secre- 
tary of war, against the proceedings of Georgia, re- 
lative to the extension of her laws over the territory 
within our jurisdiction, believing at the same time 
that he would have deemed the matter of sufficient 
importance to have submitted a special message to 
congress, respecting so unjust an assumption of pow- 
er on the part of Georgia; but finding that our.anti- 
cipation would not be realized, and being desirous 
that the true sentiments of the nation on this subject 
should be made known to that honourable body, the 
delegation, at a late hour, presented a memorial and 
protest. 

When on the eve of leaving Washington, and only 
awaiting the decision of the president on Reid’s claim 
for ardent spirits, illegally introduced into the nation, 
and confiscated under our laws, the delegation, very 
unexpectedly, received from the secretary of war, the 
much talked of letter of the 18th April last. The 
subject having been laid before congress, and the sen- 
timents of the nation fully expressed, and the opinion 
of the delegation not being in the slightest degree af- 
fected by the arguments advanced by the hon. secre- 


tary in favour of Georgia’s extending her sovereign | 


jurisdiction over a portion of ou: territory, and with- 
al, being in readiness to depart, and anxious to re- 
turn home, they did not deem it necessary to make 
any reply. The extraordinary latitude of construc- 


tion given by the secretary, on the sovereignty of 


Georgia, exhibits a glaring attempt of innovation in 
our political rights, and is calculated to affect seri- 
ously our relationship with the general government. 

Georgia, to add to our grievances, in the many | 


Me It is well known that many of 
the citizens of Georgia had previously intruded upon 
these lands; and after committing many flagrant ag- 
gressions upon the persons and property of our fron- 
tier citizens, and anticipating a removal by order of 
the United States Government, this fraudulent and 
unfounded claim was set forth by some of the Geor- 
gia politicians, with a view of causing a delay in the 
removal of the intruders ; and that by a system of 
fraud, violence, and oppression practised upon the 
frontier Cherokees, they would abandon their im- 
provements and remove farther into the interior of 
the nation, and the national authority might there- 
by, eventually, be compelled to cede these lands to 
the United States for their benefit. You will dis- 
cover from Col. Montgomery’s letter directed to me, 
and inclosing a copy of a letter from the secretary of 
war, that the order for removing the intruders has 
been suspended until he shall have been put in pos- 
session of the facts relative to the lands thus intrud- 
ed upon, and unjustly attempted to be wrested from 
us. 

In the archives of the United States are to be 
found public documents, that afford abundant evi- 
dence to convince the world that this land is the! 
soil of the Cherokees,—that the boundary line be-| 
tween this and the Creek nation has been definitely 
and satisfactorily established, and this agreement 
recognised and sanctioned by the treaties ‘with the 
United States, and also acquiesced in and observed 
on the part of Georgia. The course taken by the 
secretary of war in this matter seems strange, as you 
will see, from the documents submitted, that this un- 
founded claim to a portion of our lands, was brought 
to his view by the delegation, and the only attention 
then given to it by the department, was, the positive 
assurance given by the president that the intruders 
should be removed. This unexpected delay in their 
removal is calculated to encourage them to multiply, 
j|and the consequences cannot fail to produce serious 
}evils to our bordering citizens. The portion of coun- 
\try embraced by the claim, has ever been in the peace- 
able and undisputed possession of the Cherokees.— 
The Creek treaty of the Indian Springs, under which 
the state claims, only ceded to the United States 
the lands claimed and occupied by the Creeks within 
| the chartered limits of Georgia. They neither claim- 
|ed nor occupied any land north of the boundary line 
| previously established and marked out between the 
jtwo nations, from the Buzzard Roost on the Chata- 
| hoochie, to the Coosa river, opposite the mouth of 
|W ill’s Creek, then down to the lower end of the Ten 
|Islands. The exposition of the United States com- 
pendants who negotiated the treaty of Indian 
| Springs, showeth plainly that they understood the 
boundary line between the two nations to have been 
run and established as above stated, and that the 
Creeks occupied, and claimed and disposed of lands 
jonly on the south side of said line.—The new treaty 
| entered into at Washington city, declares the treaty 
of the Indian Springs to be null and void, because it 
| had been conceived in sin and brought forth in in- 
| iquity.—The boundary established by this treaty re- 
|cognised the Cherokee boundary, and the surveys 
made under the authority of the United States and 
Georgia respected it accordingly. 
The course of proceeding adopted by the agents of 
| the government in conducting the enrolment of 
jomigrente for Arkansas, through the medium of 
secret agents, by permitting the emigrants to claim 
























outrages committed by her intrusive and lawless citi-|improvements they never possessed or even before 
zens, has lately set forth an unheard of claim before, | claimed, and have them assessed, is calculated to dis- 
to a large portion of our lands, under the very absurd | turb the peace and tranquillity of our citizens. It had 
pretension that they were purchased from the Creeks | been confidently asserted that the emigrants are en- 
by the United States, under the treaty concluded|couraged by those employed in the service of the 
with M‘Intosh and his party at the Indian Springs; | government and entrusted in this business, to make 
and a survey has been made by the authority of|extra disposition of their improvements to citizens of 
Georgia, which is called a new line: beginning at the United States, thereby adding another class of in- 
Suwanna old Town on the Chattahoochie river,!truders to anno “ = 

thence to the Six’s on the Etowah river, thence, im- It is necessary that you adopt such measures as 
agining said river as a part of the boundary line, to its | will cause and effect the removal of such intruders 
confluence with the Oostanalee, they resumed the|as may be found in possession of improvements aban- 
survey from the north bank of my ferry landing at|doned by emigrants. By the 8th article of the treaty 
the mouth of the Oostanalee; through my lane and! of Holston, 1791, it is stipulated “if any citizen of 
along the Waggon road leading to Alabama toa point|the United States, or other person not being an 
16 or 17 miles west of mny residence, which road, in } ludian, shall settle on any of the Cherokee lend, such 


; y our peaceable citizens on their own 
soil. 








person shall forfeit the protection of the United 
tates, and the Cherokees may punish him or not as 
they please.” 

I submit, for your further information, a copy of a 
communication from his excellency Wm. Carroll, 
governor of Tennessce, under instructions from the 
secretary of war, and also a copy of the reply given 
by the executive council. 

A crisis seems to be fast approaching when the fi- 
nal destiny of our nation must be sealed. The pre- 
servation and happiness of the Cherokee people are 
at stake, and the United States must soon determine 
the issue—we can only look with confidence to the 
good faith and magnanimity of the general govern- 
ment, whose precepts and profession inculcate princi- 
ples of liberty and republicanism, and whose obliga- 
tions are solemnly pledged to give us justice and pro- 
tection. Our treaties of relationship are based upon 
the principles of the federal constitution, and so long 
as peace and good faith are maintained, no power, 
save that of the Cherokee Nation and the United 
States jointly, can legally change them. Much, 
therefore, depends on our unity of sentiment and 
firmness of action, in maintaining those sacred rights, 


|which we have ever enjoyed; and in deliberating 


upon this subject, our minds should be matured with 
that solemnity its great importance demands. Butif, 
contrary to all expectation, the United States shall 
withdraw their solemn pledges of protection, utterly 
disregard their plighted faith, deprive us of the right 
of seif government, and wrest from us our land— 
then, in the deep anguish of our misfortunes, we may 
justly say, there is no place of security for us, no con- 
fidence left that the United States will be more just 
and faithful toward us in the barren prairies of the 
West, than when we occupied the soil inherited from 
the Great Author of our existence. 
JOHN ROSS. 
By the Principal Chief. 
GEORGE LOWREY, 


Assistant Principal Chief. 


COUNCIL. 


Saturday, Oct. 24th. 

On motion of Choonnugkee of Chickamauga Dis- 
trict, an old law, making death the penalty for sell- 
ing any lands in treaty, without the authority of the 
nation, was committed to writing. The bill was 
adopted. 

Womankiller, of Hickory Log District, who is pro- 
bably more than eighty years of age, rose and spoke 
substantially as follows, in reference to the bill: 

My Children,—Perinit me to call you so, as I am 
an old man, and has lived a long time, watching the 
well being of this nation. I love your lives, and wish 
our people to increase on the land of our fathers. 
The bill before you is to punish wicked men, who 
may arise to cede away our country, contrary to the 
consent of the council. It is a good law— it will not 
kill the innocent, but the guilty. I feel the impor- 
tance of the subject, and am glad the law has been 
suggested. My companions, men of renown, in cuun- 
cil, who now sleep in the dust, spoke the same lan- 
guage, and I now stand on the verge of the grave to 
bear witness to their love of country. My sun of 
existence is fast approaching to its setting, and my 
aged bones will soon be laid under ground, and I wish 
them laid in the bosom of this earth we have receiy- 
ed from our fathers, who had it from the Great Being 
above. When I shall sleep in forgetfulness, I hope 
my bones will not be deserted by you. I do not speak 
this in fear of any of you, as the evidence of your at- 
tachment to the country is proved by the bill now 
before your consideration; | am indeed told, that the 
government of the United States will spoil their trea- 
ties with us and sink our national council under their 
feet.—It may be so, but it shall not be with our 
consent, or by the misconduct of our people. We 
hold them by the golden chain of friendship, made 
when our friendship was worth a price; and if they 
act the tyrant and kill us for our lands, we shall, in 
a state of unoffending innocence, sleep with the thou- 
sands of our departed people. My feeble limbs wil] 
notallow me to stand longer. I can say no more; but, 


before I sit, allow me to tel! you that I am in favour 
of the bill, 
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grew nigh, “he saw no alternative;’’ “ for if 
he gave up his testimony, to save his natural 


Upon Evan Lewis’ Review of the Testimony | life, uz covtp Nor BE sAvED wiTH Gop’s saL- 
of the Monthly Meeting of Westbury and|vation; hence he suRRENDERED to the divine 


Jericho. 

(Continued from page 31.) 

We have now arrived at that part of the re- 
viewer's pamphlet which is devoted to the exa- 
mination of the charges preferred against Elias 
Hicks, with regard to his opinions upon the 
character and offices of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
These charges contain the following allega- 
tions, which we shall notice together, as the 
subject to which they relate is homogeneous in 
itself. 

First, that Elias Hicks has asserted that Je- 
sus Christ “ was but a man, as liable to fa!l in- 
to sin and lose his condition, as the rest of man- 
kind; that he was on a level and in a state of 
equality with them; an Israelite endued with a 
measure of divine grace, in common with the 
children of Abraham:”’ second, that “ the prin- 
cipal end of his coming was limited to the Jews:”’ 
third, that “tas he has denied the divinity of 
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, he has to- 
tally rejected a belief in his holy offices; his 
propitiatory y offering for the redemption of man- 
kind:”’ fourth, that “he has also denied his 
mediation and intercession with the Father, as 
plainly set forth in holy writ.’ 

In examining the remarks of the reviewer 
upon the first of these charges, in connection 
with the copious explanatory quotations from 
the sermons of Elias Hicks which he subjoins, 
we have been again forcibly struck with the 
utter irreverence with which, both these indivi- 
duals are accustomed to treat our blessed Re- 
deemer. 

So far from denying, the reviewer openly de- 
fends the pernicious doctrine specified in the 
testimony; and in the course of his observations 
places our Lord Jesus Christ upon a perfect 
level with good men, asserting our complete 
equality with him in various forms of expres- 
sion, and assigning to him no power, attribute 
or office, to the exercise of which a good man 
is not entirely competent. We will quote a 
few of E. Lewis’s expressions, for the purpose 
of showing his temper and language. ** Those 
who do the will of God, stand in the same spiritu- 
al relation to Jesus Christ, the Son of God, as 
do the children of the same family, in natural 
consanguinity, toeach other; which isa relation- 
ship based UPON PERFECT EQUALITY IN Na- 
Ture.” “In these passages,” [ Mat. xxv. 40, 
Mat. xxviii. 10,] ‘*and many others that might 
be adduced, Jesus acknowledges a perfect 
EQUALITY OF SPIRITUAL RELATIONSHIP, which 
exists between HIM AND ALL THOSE WHO DO 
THE WILL or Gop.” 

‘The course of the reviewer's argument, and 
that of the sermon of E. Hicks which he quotes, 
runs thus: —that Jesus Christ was, in his highest 
character, an Israelitish man, endowed like 
other good men with the gift of the Holy Spi- 
rit,—that his commission was to preach to the 
world salvation by an internal principle, from 
which he hoped to experience salvation him- 
self, if he remained a faithful and upright ser- 
vant—that in the course of his ministry he 
gave offence to the Jews, who therefore sought 
his life—that as the time of his suffering death 





will, rather than Los HIS STANDING AND FA- 
vour with his Almighty Father’’—that he might 
have disobeyed, and have fallen from grace, 
missed salvation, and of course become repro- 
bate. These and others similar are the senti- 
ments avowed both by Elias Hicks and his 
advocate, with reference to Him whom all men 
are to honour as they honour the Father Al- 
mighty; they are spoken of Him who created 
all things, and before whose tribunal all men 
shall stand to be judged—of Him who even in 
his humanity was-holy, harmless, undefiled, se- 
parate from sinners—of Him who declared him- 
self to be the Alpha and the Omega, the first 
and the last—Him who liveth though he was 
dead, and has the keys of hell and of death. 
Surely itis but mockery for men who thus utterly 
deny the divine character, and totally reject the 
glorious attributes of the Son of God, to claim 
to themselves the name of Christians. Deists 
and Mahomedans would not scruple to accord 
as high a character to Jesus Christ as that gi- 
ven by the reviewer; for they admit Him to 
have been a faithful and good n.an—a preach- 
er of morality and an instructive example. 

The reviewer is as bold as he is irreverent; 
he endeavours to sustain the principles which 
we have noticed by numerous quotations from 
the holy Scriptures, and his selections are 
made with that unfairness which always charac- 
terises the sceptical disputant. They consist 
solely of those texts in which our Redeemer is 
spoken of in his character as man, in his state 
of humiliation, where he was found in the form 
of a servant, and in the fashion of a mortal. 
They prove nothing but what is admitted by all 
believers—that Jesus Christ was a perfect man 
of the seed of Abraham and David, according 
tothe flesh. But, in establishing this truth, they 
were not designed by their authors to take from 
him his other character of ** God over all, bless- 
ed for ever;’’—if he was “ perfect man,”’ he was 
also the “ true God.’’ The manner in which 
polemics like our reviewer use the testimony 
of the sacred Scriptures, is disingenuous in the 
extreme; they quote such texts as refer to our 
Saviour as man, and suppress those which re- 
present him as God; and because he appeared 
in the former, deny him the latter character. 
It is upon the admission of the Christian doc- 
trine of the divinity and humanity of Christ in 
glorious union, and upon that alone, that the 
Scriptures have the least consistency. Every 
reader of the Bible is aware that there are two! 
distinct species of texts, both of which relate 
equally to Jesus Christ. In the one he is spo- 
ken of asthe Word that was with God and was 
God—as the King of kings and Lord of lords. 


As the Almighty, he is said to have existed in| 


*‘ glory with the Father before the world was, 
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sus Christ; he was “true God and perfect 
man.” If we reject this doctrine, and aflirm 
him to have beea a mere human being, upon an 
entire equality with others of his species, we 
must reject one set of texts as expletive or de- 
ceptive, and accuse the sacred historians of 
blasphemy, in assigning to a finite man the 
character and attributes of the Infinite God. 

But examine the ideas broached by Elias 
Hicks and the reviewer a little further. Accord- 
ing to their assertions, the Son of God might 
have been disobedient, Jost his standing, and 
become reprobate. He who is the true and 
alone shepherd, the Mediator between God and 
man, the atonement for sin; he at whose 
name every knee must bow; he who is the 
Prince of life and glory, and the object of the 
adoration of the redeemed in heaven, might 
have fallen, might have missed of salvation, and 
have become the fit companion of wicked 
spirits. 

Such blasphemies are truly shocking, and 
we reluctantly repeat them, merely to show the 
inevitable conclusions to which the principles 
of Elias Hicks and his disciples lead. 

In addition to texts of Scripture, the review- 
er attempts to support his positions by quota- 
tions said to be taken from the writings of an- 
cient Friends. Those which he has given on 
this point, and in his succeeding pages, are 
mostly the same as the scraps found in the gar- 
bled book of extracts to which we have several 
times referred, and which the reviewer must 
be conscious, if he has compared the quota- 
tions it contains with the language of the au- 
thors from whence they are said to have been 
taken, is one of the most shameful instances of 
perversion, distortion, and interpolation, to be 
met with in the annals of religious or even po- 
litical controversy. We know not how he could 
venture to make use of such extracts, after the 
full exposure to which the compilers of the 
pamphlet were subjected, in the review of their 
work entitled the “ Defence of the Doctrines of 
Friends,” &c. Scarcely an extract which he 
has given is fairly made. By a disruption from 
indispensable contexts, by a contraction of the 
general scope of the writers quoted, by a junc- 
tion, in the form of entire sentences, of parts 
taken from different pages, and, in some in- 
stances, by the omission or interpolation of 
words, the reviewer has changed the meaning 
of nearly all the passages he has quoted. 

The first extract from I. Pennington, vol. iv. 

p. 99, is part of a paragraph representing our 
| Saviour's doings as a man, in the prepared 
body which is immediately preceded in the 
original by a declaration of the pre-existence of 
the Son of God, and of his coming down from the 
Father; and then directly succ eeded by the as- 
sertion, “that he returned from whence he 
}came,”” and that he “sat down at the right 
hand of the Majesty on high, being exalted 





"| above all principalities and powers and domi- 
























and “to have had his goings forth from of old,| nions, both in this world and in that which is to 
even from everlasting.” In the other he is re-| come.” Thus the middle of a connected de- 
presented as appearing in the flesh, as suffering! scription of the author's ideas of one part of 
pain and sorrow and death, and as being the| the Redeemer’s character, is made to stand for 
afflicted friend and companion of man. Upon|his declaration concerning the whole.—See 
Christian principles, but upon no other, this) Defence, 113 and 114. In the next paragraph, 
apparent anomaly is reconciled; the human and/I. Pennington is treated nearly in the same 
divine natures were united in the person of Je- | ms auner. In the original passage he first speaks 
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of the Word of God taking up a body of flesh,' the end of Christ’s coming, is far different; | over all, blessed for ever,” 


and also the son of 


and that he offered up this very body (which, | they believe, according to his own blessed de-} Abraham and David according to the flesh, 


according to Elias Hicks was no atonement 
but for the legal sins of the Jews,) as a sacri- 
fice for the sins of all mankind; and then pro-| 
ceeds to demonstrate that the divinity of Christ 
gave efficacy to his humanity. ‘The reviewer) 
disjoins this latter part of I. Pennington’s de- 
scription, and gives it as an independent quota- 
tion; see page 119 of the Defence. 

The quotation from Wm. Bayly ends at a 
comma. The subsequent lines, in which he 
speaks of Christ as our God and Father, and 
we as his offspring, ascribing glory to him in 
ithe highest, the reviewer has not thought ex- 
pedient to quote. See page 183 of the De- 
fence. 

Elias Hicks is charged in the testimony with} 
promulgating the doctrine, that the principal | 
end of Christ’s coming was limited to the 
Jews; and we suppose there is scarcely an in- 
dividual of any honesty, who will not admit the 
truth of the accusation. ‘*'The Jewish Mes- 
siah,”’ “the outward Saviour to the Jews to 
heal them from outward diseases,” the ** external 
Saviour,” are epithets applied by Elias Hicks 
to our blessed Redeemer, in nearly all his ser- 
mons of a doctrinal character. He attributes 
no additional value to his life or services, ex- 
cept as furnishing the example of a good man, 
and a faithful preacher of the light within,—a 
preacher upon a perfect equality with Paul, 
Peter, or Elias Hicks, 
pointment. Hedeclares in one of his sermons, 
that his (E. H.’s) mission was to direct to the 
light in man, and that this was the sole aim of 
the ministry of the apostles or of Jesus himself. 
The reviewer passes over the charge w ith but 


little comment, and that of an equivocal char-| subject has been argued again and again, in the| state of perfection than other men.” 


acter. He admits the truth of the allegation in 
reference to his mission, but not in regard “ to 
his office, as the minister of peace and reconci- 
liation to a degenerate and rebellious world,”’ 
as this is affirmed “to be as unbounded as the 
earth we inhabit, and as extensive as the dura- 
tion of time.”’ It is difficult in this case to 
separate the office from Him who exercises it. 
To be the minister of peace and reconciliation 
in the sense in which Christ sustained this holy 
office, it was requisite that he should be pos- 
sessed of the divine as well as of the human 
character; that his atonement should be the 
foundation of the hopes, and his spirit the un- 
failing source of the consolations and joys of 
the regenerated soul. As “the true God and 
the perfect man,”’ the Lord Jesus becomes the 
complete Saviour of the world, and the minis- 
ter of the true sanctuary and tabernacle. But 
as these doctrines are denied by the reviewer, 
he must have reference, in the remarks which 
we have quoted, to the principles preached by 
Jesus, as being more extensive in their scope 
and operation, than the limits of the Jewish 
state; and therefore the denial of his latter di- 

vision of the charge of the monthly meeting, 
is nugatory, as the principles preached by Paul 


‘will find that the essay, 


claration, that he came “ to give his life a ran- 
|som for many,”’ and to offer up a sacrifice for 
‘the sins of the whole world, both Jews and 


| Gentiles. 


The scrap, quoted from Wm. Penn, is gar- 
\bled. By referring to Penn’s works, the reader 
from which the para- 
graph is taken, inculcates a doctrine, respect- 
ing the “ end,” or benefits of Christ’s coming 
into the world, directly the reverse of that 


_which the reviewer would wish to inculcate, as 


|W. Penn 


asserts, in this very paper, that 
| Christ ** tasted death for every man. 

The next quotation, (which the reviewer 
professes to have derived from the writings of 
Thomas Story,) is a scrap, manufactured by 
the compilers of the garbled book of extracts, 
to which we have several times referred. 'The 
words “ the prophecies concerning the advent 
of the Messiah,”’ given as the words of Thomas 
Story, are notin his text; and the doctrine, 
which he is thus compelled, in appearance, to 
maintain, is diametrically the reverse of the 
whole aim and intent of his argument. As it 
would require too much time to present a full 
view ofthis case, we cannot do better than to 
refer our readers to the “ Defence; where 
they will see, to use the language of its author, 
that “the compilers have put down language 
of their own, as being ‘Thomas Story’s, and 


tradiction of what he has asserted in the very | 
same paragraph.” 

The next charge contained in the testimo-! 
ny against Elias Hicks, is the very important| 
one, of denying the divinity of Christ. This 


columns of * The F riend.’ In the essays of, i 
* Melancthon,”’ and of * Luther,’’ and in the 
testimonies of Philadelphia and Ohio yearly | 
meetings, it has been substantiated by the most| 
clear and unequivocal testimony, derived from| 
Elias Hicks’s own letters and sermons; and in| 
one of my earlier essays, when treating of the! 
internal light, as professed by the Hicksites, 
and the doctrine of the Society of Friends, | 





being completely interwoven with the Scrip- 
ture testimony concerning him, and forming 
in the estimation of all who are sound in the 
faith, whatever may be their differences on 
minor points, the very basis of Christianity, 
Elias Hicks and his disciples are afraid on all 
occasions to avow their real sentiments respect- 
ing it. Hence they will profess in words to 
believe in the divinity of Christ, they will even 
employ the terms Lord and Saviour as applied 
to him, and by the use of these and other 
appellations common in the Scriptures, endeav- 
our to disguise their real sentiments, and to as- 
sume the character of sound and consistent 
Christians ; we will give an instance which, 
whilst it illustrates the unmanly artifice and 
duplicity to which these persons resort, will 
also give a complete insight into the value 
which they place upon Jesus Christ of Nazar- 
eth, and will enable our readers to perceive 
the double meaning and hidden construction 
which they apply to terms and words in them- 
selves sound and appropriate. In the course 
of the conversation held fifth month, 17th, 
1827, to which we before referred, Elias Hicks 
exhibited his opinions of the divinity of Christ 
in their naked form ; on being told that he was 
accused of denying this doctrine, he said that 
‘*‘ the accusation was false, for he believed in 
his divinity as fully as any one ;’’ on being 


as to office and ap- | have thereby forged, in his name, a direct con-| closely questioned as to the mode in which he 


believed it, he replied, * that he believed in it 
THE SAME AS HE BELIEVED IN THE DIVINITY 
OF ANY OTHER GooD MAN, and that all that 
made him different from other men, was that, 
by greater faithfulness, he arrived to a higher 
Another 
inquiry gave a still more complete clue to the 
sophistry and mystery of the religion professed 
by Elias Hicks; it was asked, whetler he 
would not think it proper to say “our LORD 
AND SAVIOUR GEORGE Fox,” to which he re- 
plied, ‘‘ YES, IF WE MEAN THE DIVINE SPIRIT IN 
nim.’ Little comment need be made upon 
such a declaration as this; it isa ‘* creed’”’ of 
great clearness and brevity, it contains, in a few 


with respect to Christ’s spiritual appearance, | words, a total rejection of the doctrine of the 
[I also gave quotations from the writings of| proper divinity of Jesus Christ—it levels him 


Fiias Hicks, fully sustaining the charge. 


I} at once to the rank of a man—it prostrates at 


must refer my readers, therefore, to these vari-|a stroke the whole testimony of Scripture. 


ous sources, for an extended examination of|* That Jesus,” 


this important subject, as my limits will at pre- 
sent necessarily confine me to a more brief no- 
tice. The reviewer rather evades, than denies, 
the charge contained in the testimony, and en- 
ters into a confession of his own faith, com- 
posed of a singular medley of quotations from 
Elias Hicks, Job Scott, and the Bible, inter- 
spersed with original remarks. After reading 
the argument, or rather the declaration, of the 
reviewer, several times, we think that the sub- 
stance of it, when cleared of misty verbiage, 
may be expressed in a very few words ; his) 
ideas of the divinity of Christ being simply | 


who was to be “* both Lord 
and Christ,’’ is virtually stripped of his charac- 
ter andoffices, and the Bible, wherever it speaks 
of Christ, made a senseless or wicked jargon ; 
we know of no better method of illustrating 
the full force of this confession, than by asking 
our readers, to substitute the name of George 
Fox, for that of our Saviour, in the places, 
and after the manner in which E. H. has de- 
clared{that they may be employed synonymously, 


land they will find it difficult to determine 


whether amazement at his folly, or pain at his 
irreverence, will be the predominating feeling 
elicited by the experiment. It was on this oc- 


and John were also of universal application, these:—that the Divine Spirit, manifested in| casion, and in reference to the apostles’ testi- 


and would, upon the reviewer's construction, | 
give as high a character to their advent and 


his heart, as it is manifested in our hearts, con-| 
stituted him, as it constitutes every other good! 


mony that Christ was ‘ over all, God blessed 
for ever,” and that “ the fulness of the Godhead 


mission, as to the ministry of their Lord and|man, a Son of God—the divinity of Christ be-| dwelt in him bodily,” that E. H. used the ex- 


Master. 
The view, which Christians entertain, of 


ing the Divine Spirit in him. 
The doctrine that Jesus Christ was “ God! 


| pressions which we before quoted, when treat- 


ing of his sentiments respecting the Scriptures, 
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viz.—“* who cares for Paul? I do not; hisjof the majesty and awfulness of God, of the| against Friends, intermedling with the affairs 
opinion is no more to me than that of any other} unspeakable value of his immortal soul, of his| of the society, though edited by a person not 
man ;’’ and again, that the testimony of the}own need of redemption, or of the dreadful | professing with them. Part of the time 
apostle “ was no proof to him, for he consid- | condition of those who die in their sins, would| 
ered that he knew no more about it than we|dare to reject any means which might be offer-| distributed by a person who had the external 
might know.” The reviewer's quotations from | ed for his salvation? He would shudder at the} marks of a Friend, but a Hicksite in prin- 
ancient Friends upon the divinity of Christ, are| thought, and the earnest breathings of his soul}ciple, and who was very properly disowned 
as unfair as those before noticed. Several of| would be, “ a Saviour, or I die ; a Redeemer, 
them have a meaning in the original text di-|or 1 perish for ever.’’ Instead of invoking 
rectly opposite to that which he designs toj}upon his guilty head the pains and penal- 
place upon them, vide pages 61, 165, 168,/ties of the infracted law, the repentant sinner | 
296 of the Defence. would pour forth his fervent supplications that|in great part, derived from the Hicksites, is 

The charge made against E. H. in the tes-|his sins might be washed out in the blood gfjclearly inferrible from the following remarks, 
timony, of denying the resurrection of Christ,|the Lamb, and that through the merits of him|addressed to the editor by one of the corres- 
is principally rebutted, by a denial of the cor-|who “suffered, the just for the unjust,” the; pondents under the name of Admonitor: * | 
rectness of the allegations made by. Pine Street | door of mercy, and of access to God, might be| may also remind thee,” he says, “ that the Soci- 
monthly meeting, in the document which it} again opened. ety of Friends are a very considerable part of thy 
forwarded in 1827, to the monthly meeting,} In reply to the charge of the monthly meet-| subscribers, and although they do not profess 
of which E. H. was then a member. Our read-|ing, that E. H. denies the mediation and inter-|to be called Unitarians, they have ever borne 
ers will find this subject so fully discussed on|cession of Christ as set forth in holy writ, the} their most decided and unequivocal testimony 
pages 151, 152, of “The Friend,”’ that it will be| reviewer affirms, that the allegation is false,|against the doctrine of the trinity; therefore 
unnecessary for us to make any additional re-|that it rests upon the testimony of those|they do not materially, if at all, disagree with 
marks. alone who made it, and that upona proper|thy other subscribers on this fundamental 

The important charge of denying the pro-|construction of Scripture, he does acknowledge point.” In a series of essays addressed to the 
pitiatory offering made by Christ upon the cross | Christ to be the mediator between the soul of|society, Admonitor discovers himself to be one 
for the sins of mankind, seems to be admitted|man, and God the Father. According to his|of those discontented members whose princi- 
by the reviewer ; and the rejection of the death| explanation, which he attempts to enforce by a | ples are as repugnant to its Christian doctrines 
of Christ, as an atonement for the sins of man-| garbled quotation from George Fox, it is the|as his disposition is hostile to many of his fel- 
kind, is to be found in nearly all the printed|Son of God brought forth in our hearts that is low members ; the veneration paid by Chris- 
sermons of Elias Hicks. He seems to take a|the mediator between man and his Maker.|tians to the sacred doctrines of the Bible 
peculiar satisfaction in ridiculing and contemn- | But it is fatal to this construction of the review- | and the divine character of our blessed Saviour, 
ing the very idea of a propitiatory sacrifice, and|er, that the Scriptures declare that there is but | formed the subject of his frequent reprehen- 
his rejection of this vital part of the Christian |one mepraTor between God and Man, tur man|sion. ‘The well known antipathy of the party 
religion, is repeated in every form which his in-|cirrist sesus, who gave himself a ransom for|to Bible Societies, as the means of extending 
genuity can invent. In the letter to Shoe-/all;’’ and that this same Jesus who offered up| the influence of the inspired volume and the 
maker, so often quoted, we have no hesitation |his body a ransom for sin, “ even liveth to knowledge of the Saviour, is also manifest 
in saying, that his opinions upon this subject/make intercession for all that come to God|in his essays. Having fallen out with the in- 
are couched in more shameless language than|by Him,” and whéther we take the Scripture| discriminate application of the terms, “ Jesus” 
can be found in the writings of any infidel of| doctrine of mediation to be true, or even prefer |and “ Christ,” and“ Jesus Christ,” to our Lord, 
ancient or modern times: he not only rejects the | to accept the theory of the reviewer, we shall|he seems to have looked into his bible to as- 
propitiation of Christ, but expressly intimates, still be compelled to admit the truth of the}certain what liberties those societies had taken 
that no “ rational being that has any right sense |charge made by the monthly meeting against|in placing these titles in the heading of the 
of justice or mercy, would be willing to accept | Elias Hicks, for he says, without reservation,|chapters. In the 13th number he gives the 
forgiveness of his sins upon suchterms.’’ He \that “ we may have access to our God wirn-| following account of his researches. * In my 
even goes further, and says, that he ought to lour ANY MEDIATOR.”’ See Quaker, vol. ii, |last number, I gave some samples from one of 
go forward and offer himself up to suffer all|page 277. the editions of the American Bible Society, 
the penalties due to his crimes, rather than nee I have thus examined in this, and my pre-|relating to the gospels and epistles; the errors 
innocent should suffer for the guilty, and that/ceding numbers, the most material objections |0f the indexes are too numerous to attempt any 
any person who would “ acknowledge a wil-|which the reviewer has raised against the veri-| quotations. I have now examined one of these 
lingness to be saved through such a medium,” |ty and aptness of such of the charges contain-| editions as it respects the old testament; and 
would thereby be proved to stand * in direct op- led in the « testimony,’ as have reference to|My amazement was equal to any of those of 
position to every principle of justice and hones- | the doctrines of Elias Hicks; and it therefore{my readers to find as I ran it over, the indexes, 
ty, of mercy and love, and show himself to be a jonly remains for me to reply briefly, in a sub-|many of them equally reprehensible to other 
poor selfish creature, and unworthy of notice.” |sequent essay, to the historical views which he| bibles, so much so that! cannot refrain from 






















the ** Enquirer” was taken in this city, it was 


















for carrying from house to house, this mes- 

senger of discord and infidelity; 1 believe he is 

now among the Cherry street separatists. 
That the support of the ** Enquirer’ was, 


Many unbelievers have denied the death of has offered in connection with the subject. quoting some of them, viz. ‘ of the majesty and 
Christ to have been a propitiation for sin, or the (To be continued.) grace of Christ,’ ‘ office of Christ,’ “ suffer- 





appointed means of conferring benefits upon 
mankind, but we know of none who have been iis ‘ God’s promise to Christ,’ ‘the happiness of 
so grossly deluded as openly to refuse accert- FOR THE FRIEND. | Christ’s kingdom,’ and again ‘ Christ the pro- 
ANcE of this, or any other mode of salvation) H#ICKSITE OPINIONS OF THE BIBLE.|phet is to be heard.’ Who could have possi- 
which could be proved to have been orrERED}| Doctrines held by one part of Society, and which} bly imagined that this society who have been 
by the Almighty. So far as our knowledge|we consider sound and edifying, are pronounced by/ boldly and constantly pretending to dissemi- 
extends, Elias Hicks is the only man who has|theother part to be unsound and spurious.—Green st.| nate this invaluable book, free of comment, 
had the hardihood to insinuate, that he would PORN ee LORE. . AR ey ARS ae and yet could so insidiously promulgate their 


throw back (if we may so speak) into the very} One of the early vehicles of misrepresenta-|sectarian dogmas? Not only such dogmas, 
face of Divine mercy, ANY MEANs our Creator|tion and abuse supported principally by the|but also by such bare-faced falsehoods? 1s 
might choose to employ in effecting our salva-|followers of Elias Hicks, was a paper got up|there a single chapter in the old testament 
tion, and boldly demand, rather than yieldjin New York in 1825 under the plausible, but] wherein Christ is mentioned? Certainly not 
acquiescence to the Divine will, that the vials|deceptive title of “ Christian Enquirer.’’ The} one. And yet there are Quakers who are ac- 
of wrath should be poured forth upon him. |ostensible object was the defence and propa-|tive members of this society!! There are, 
The term “ accept’’ necessarily implies a pre-|gation of Unitarianism, but it was soon con-} however, I trust, many very worthy and consci- 
vious offer, and who that has any right sense|verted into a channel of bitter invective} entious ministers, as wel! as lay members of va- 


ings of Christ,’ ‘ Christ sent to the Gentiles,’ 
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48 THE FRIEND. 
rous religious denominations besides Quakers| effects of traditional prejudice, that there is not 
who will be now led to look into this subject, and|a_ sufficient number of men who are bold 
make their voices to be heard loud and strong} enough to be honest, and honest enough to be 
against these deceptions.’’ Admonitor begins| bold, that will set a laudable example, to re- 
with finding fault with the indexes and blam-| vise this very book called the Bible, and to cor- 
ing the Bible society. It is true they ought} rect it, that it may really and truly be what it 
not to place “ bare-faced falsehoods” at the! was written for, a book of instruction. There 
top of the chapters; but instead of the heading| are, however, a few, who | understand have} 
being so barefacedly wrong, it is to me most} carefully pasted the leaves of the offensive parts| 
evident, that Admonitor directs his shafts at! together, and will not permit them to be in their| 
the doctrines of the Bible itself. For if the} dwelling without this precaution. A careful 
subject treated of is Christ and his offices, it} reader will perceive, that these quotations can 
will follow that Admonitor denies the Scrip-} be extended, not only further in the old testa- 
tures, in pronouncing the indexes, which sim-| Tent, but also to more or Jess of five chapters} 
ply state the fact, to be “ bare-faced false-}in the new, [very probably he alludes to the 
hoods.’’ It would be a mere cavil to call|two of Matthew and Luke, describing the mi- 
them so, because the name Christ 1s} raculous birth, objected to by E. Hicks as be- 
not expressed, when the character described ing fables.] ‘Those chapters which are only 
can apply to no other. shocking to humanity, by relating the most bar- 

The Hicksites seem to be very uneasy that} barous cruelties as being done by the express 
Friends have formed a Bible Society; and as|command of God, (as in Genesis, Numbers, 
they have separated from us, and are therefore| Joshua, Judges, Samuel, and Kings,) I have 
in no way accountable for our proceedings, the| not quoted at all ; but they are, however, per- 
objection must be against the book itself. ‘They| haps not less injurious to society than the 
know that the diffusion of the Scriptures is aj others, and therefore equally demand a firm 
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OBITUARY. 


Mary R. Morton. 


We published, in our paper of the 7th inst., a sim- 
ple notice of the death of this excellent and admirable 
woman. In attempting to portray her character, 
we feel a singular embarrassment; for the language 
which should barely do justice to her virtues, would 
appear to those who did not intimately know her, to 
be mere exaggeration. Yet the memory of the vir- 
tuous dead is one of the most precious treasures of 
the living, and should be preserved as a sacred inhe- 
ritance to posterity. 

Mary R. Morton was born at Newport, in Rhode 

sland, of honourable and virtuous parents. Her 
father, Thomas Robinson, was distinguished for the 
intrepidity of his benevolence, and the warmth of his 
philanthropy, at a period when Rhode Island was a 
principal seat of the infamous trade in human flesh. 
She was remarkable, from early youth, for the attrac- 
tions of her mind and her person, which her fine in- 
tellectual culture, and polished manners, rendered, in 
a high degree, fascinating; and to which, in after life, 
her Christian humility and universal benevolence 
superadded a charm which must have been felt, to be 
appreciated. She retained to old age the freshness 
and sensibility of her feelings and the warmth of her 
early attachments, and cherished, to the last hour of 
her existence, all the kind and social affections. Upon 
a mind thus highly gifted by nature, the influence of 





powerful obstacle to the prevalence of their he-| and determined hand of correction, to make the 
terodox notions; and though they would conceal | language and sentiments accord with the pre- 
their enmity to the Bible under the pretence that| sent state of society. But at all events, no- 
the association is unfit for the work, yet the| thing but inability shall ever deter me from not 
secret ground of their concern is the fear of| only occasionally, but frequently bringing the 
the doctrines of the sacred volume. This will! subject forward, for the purpose of FREE IN- 
be more apparent when we hear their opinions} QUIRY ; until public opinion, by its irresisti- 
respecting it, which they circulated in 1825;) ble force, shall furnish to the public that invalu- 
and none I believe were more busy in this work,| able voluine, expressed in such terms as that 
than some of the present writers for the “ Ad-| any part of it can be read, if not understanding- 
vocate”’ of Hicksism. Admonitor, we observe, | ly by all, at least so that the readers may have 
says the Bible is*‘invaluable.”” ‘The subsequent! cause only to blush at their own profligacy, 
quotation will show the little confidence that can| and not for any of the disgusting passages in 


be placed in such encomiums. After asserting | 
more positively than truly, that ‘* the Scrip-| 
tures are exalted above the Spirit of God by all} 
the orthodox, and then they hold, that the pow- 
er and influence of the latter can only be known| 
by the study of the former,” he proceeds, | 
‘** T trust that none of my remarks will be so 
construed as to charge me with undervaluing | 
the Scriptures, but, on the contrary, I hope} 


the book.”’ 

We have room but for few remarks on this 
plain speaking passage. Such, however, were 
the “ doctrines’ respecting the holy Scrip- 
tures, which the adherents of Elias Hicks con- 
sidered “ sound and edifying,’’ and which they 
disseminated in 1825. I sawthe work on the 
mantle of a plain man, who since became a 
gallery member of the Cherry Street meeting, 


that the whole tenor of my essays prove the|and remonstrated with him against encourag- 


high estimation | have of them. 
less, I cannot but very seriously question the 
propriety of theindiscriminate use of the Bible 
as is now the case; and I am constrained to 
call solemnly, not only on the society, but also 
every other religious sect. ‘The American Buble 
Society, in particular, is called on to take this 
subject into their most mature consideration. 
if this is done, I cannot think but steps will be 
judiciously taken, fo leave out some of the most 
objectionable chapters, for so far from there be- 
ing any moral or religious instruction in them, 
they cannot but have the very opposite tenden- 
cy.’ After enumerating parts of twenty-five 
chapters which he pronounces “ very obscene,” 
and would have expunged, and expressing the 
hope, that at no distant period it will appear 
wonderful by printed records, that it had been 
considered needful to read such parts in fami- 
lies ; and also, that societies had been formed 
to spread the Scriptures, and measures adopt- 
ed to support such a cause, he says, “ nothing 
short of the actual proofs will make it even 


But neverthe-| ing it. 


‘* Free inquiry,” we observe, means 
with them, and it is what they constantly cry 
up, a revision of the Bible, in order to accom- 
modate its “language and sentiment”’ to the 


the gospel of Christ was of the happiest character. 
Her diffidence of her religious attainments, and of 
her qualifications for religious service, was great and 
unfeigned; and to this cause, perhaps, it was in part 
owing, that, although called to the sacred office of a 
gospel minister, which she filled for many years ac- 
ceptably to her friends, her public communications 
were not frequent. Her character throughout, was 
consistent with itself; the kindness which beamed 
upon all those with whom she had intercourse, the 
sensibility which melted at the distresses of others, 
the meekness and humility which became her as a 
minister of the gospel, were continually manifest in 
her actions, and rendered her inexpressibly dear to 
those who enjoyed the privilege of her friendship. 
Her last sickness was short, and came upon her at 
a time of unusual health and enjoyment. She euf- 
fered but little bodily pain, and was sustained in her 
passage through the valley of the shadow of death, 
by a firm reliance on the mercies of God through Je- 
sus Christ our holy Redeemer. She was frequently 
| engaged in fervent prayer to the Throne of grace, for 
pardon for her transgressions, for his sake, as she re- 
| peatedly said, who died for her, and not for her only, 
but for the whole world. Her mind was deeply affect- 
ed by the situation of our religious Society, and she 
prayed earnestly for the little scattered flock of the 
church of Christ. Thus was she enabled, through 
divine grace, to crown a life of exemplary circum- 
spection and self-denial, by bearing her testimony 
also to the power that can sustain the Christian in 
the closing conflict. True to the strong instinct of 
her character, her dying thoughts were turned to her 


“ march of mind’’—* to the present state of} paternal home,—to the parent who had been dead for 


society.’’ Admonitor, however, trusts that he 
will not be suspected of undervaluing the 
Scriptures, and Elias Hicks, and Edward 
Hicks, and John Comly, would not be thought 
to entertain “a light esteem” of them; they 
can, when it suits their purpose, pronounce 
eulogiums upon them, and exhort their people 
to read them, and to let others see that they 
read them, but they are all leagued together 
in promoting the same * free inquiry,’’ which 
rejects every part of the Bible that does not 
“accord’’ with their views. The Irish separ- 
atists did the same. One of their principal 
leaders prepared a bible for himself freed from 
all “ disgusting passages.”” Hannah Bar- 
nard, I was informed, adopted the same mea- 
sure ; and Elias Hicks told a friend, years ago, 
that he always thought she had been hardly 


credited for a moment. And yet such are the| used by Friends in disowning her. A. 


nearly twenty years; and the last expressions she 
was heard to utter, were, “my dear mother!” 








What can that man fear, who takes care to 
please a Being that is so able to crush all his 
adversaries? a Being that can divert any mis- 
fortune from befalling him, or turn any such 
misfortune to his advantage?— Addison. 

He that provides for this life, but takes no 
care for eternity, is wise for a moment, but a 
fool for ever; and acts as untowardly and cross- 
ly to the reason of things, as can be imagined. 

Tillotson. 
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